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SUB J : PL 480 ASSISTANCE TO JORDAN 
DEPT PASS AID 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH PRIME MINISTER ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, 

HE RAISED QUESTION OF FOOD SUPPORT FOR JORDAN FOR FY75. 

2. HE REPEATED POINT WHICH OTHER JORDANIANS HAVE BEGUN 
TO MAKE TO US THAT THIS YEAR'S WHEAT CROP WILL NOT 
EXCEED 180,000-200,000 TONS. IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT 

SAYS IT IS FACED WITH EXTENSIVE HOARDING BY FARMERS WHICH 
MEANS WHEAT AND CORN IS GOING TO BE INCREASINGLY SCARCE 
IN LOCAL MARKETS. SUPPLIES ON HAND WITH GOVERNMENT 
CURRENTLY AMOUNT TO TWO MONTHS. HOARDING IS EXPLAINED 
PARTLY AS HOLDING BACK SEED GRAIN FOR NEXT YEAR, AND 
PARTLY TO PROVIDE FOR LOCAL CONSUMPTION ON FARMS. 

3. 1 QUESTIONED PRIME MINISTER CLOSELY ABOUT SMUGGLING. 

HE SAID IT GOES ON BUT JORDAN WAS CLAMPING DOWN SEVERELY 
AND PROBABLY NO MORE THAN 5000 TONS HAD MOVED. 

THIS GOES TO SAUDI ARABIA, A TON OR SO AT A TIME, WHERE 
CURRENT PRICES ARE ABOUT 60-65 JD'S PER TON, COMPARED 
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PRICES WERE 85 JD’S PER TON, BUT BORDER IS EASIER TO 
CONTROL AND SARG APPARENTLY PERMITS NO PRIVATE INDI- 
VIDUALS TO HOLD SUPPLIES. 

4. UPSHOT OF ALL OF THIS IS THAT JORDAN NOW REQUESTS 

WHEAT ALLOCATIONS FOR FY75 OF 100,000 TONS AND 

40,000 TONS CORN. PRIME MINISTER REMARKED THAT HE 

UNDERSTOOD EGYPT ALREADY RECEIVING 100,000 TONS AND 

HOPED FOR SIMILAR SPEEDY ACTION FOR JORDAN. HE WOULD 

LIKE 20-25,000 TONS DELIVERED JANUARY 1975 WHEN TWO 

MONTHS SUPPLIES RUN OUT. THIS IS BEING FORWARDED FOR INFORMATION 

OF DEPARTMENT AND AID/W. WE WILL SUBMIT COMMENTS ON PM'S REQUEST 

IN FEW DAYS. PICKERING 
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